This article aims at applying
Defining the Ideational Metafunction
The ideational metafunction is one of three metafunctions of language put forth by the now Australian (but former British) linguist MAK Halliday. The ideational function is encoded in the system of Transitivity. According to Halliday (1971: 354) , the term Transitivity refers to:
the set of options whereby the speaker encodes his [or her] experience of the processes of the external world, and of the internal world of his [or her] own consciousness, together with the participants in these processes and their attendant circumstances; and it embodies a very basic distinction of processes into two types, those that are regarded as due to an external cause, an agency other than the person or object involved, and those that are not.
It is obvious from the above that the transitivity analysis of a fictional text explores how the authorial ideology is encoded therein. This function construes human experience through language, by making sense of "reality". It is viewed as a theory of reality and a resource for reflecting on the world. According to Halliday and Matthiessen (2006) , it reflects the contextual value of "field" through participant, circumstance and process (material, mental, behavioural, relational, verbal and existential) types. The ideational metafunction encompasses two types of meaning-experiential and logical. This article only considers the Ideational metafunction through its transitivity pattern serving as a backdrop for the grammar of experiential meaning. Moreover, it analyzes all the six (06) process types summarized in Table 1 below. 
Transitivity analyses of the two extracts
We carried out our transitivity analyses on two extracts drawn from Oil On Water (2011). Following Eggins (2004) , Koussouhon and Allagbe (2013) , Koussouhon and Koukpossi (2013) , we first split and structured the extracts into clauses. Then we identified each process type in the extracts, counted and tabularized the findings accordingly (see details in appendices) for interpretation discussion. The transitivity analysis of extracts No 1 and No 2 yielded the findings disaggregated and summarized in Table 2 below. 
Critical Discussion of the findings
As the transitivity analysis exudes, the two extracts contain three hundred and sixty-seven (367) processes. This figure is shared by the six process types propounded by Halliday and Matthiessen (2004) . However, three out of the six, viz. Material processes (45.50%), Mental (18.25%), and Relational (17.71%) processes sharing unequal proportions, are predominant. Apart from the existential processes that appear in very low (almost negligible) proportion (01.08 %), the other process types, viz, behavioural and verbal though² appearing with less significant dominance with their varied proportions, respectively, 09.80%, 07.63% enhance this.
The preponderant number of material processes (167 out of 367, making 45.50 %) in the two extracts indicates an overmaterialization in/of the text. This suggests that the extracts under study are about physical, concrete and tangible actions. That is to say, these extracts are highly materialized ones with mostly animate beings acting as actors and goals, ranges, recipients and clients. These animate beings are most of the time males and females, underpinning the fictional reality in/of the extract. It pinpoints the suffering of the Niger Delta, and non-Niger Delta people, Oil company executive, especially women, children as well as the newsmen on a fact-finding mission. That suffering has, in some cases, resulted into death. Furthermore, this intensive materialization insinuates that the setting depicted by the writer is a social and societal compendium, even though the number of female actors and goals sometimes exceeds that of their male counterparts; for instance, Mary's mother and sister have been beneficiaries of the process impregnated by one holy man, Rufus and Mary have been living as roommates in the same studio while attending the same school of journalism, Isaac and Isabel have been kidnapped together by the militants, Rufus and Ronke have attended the same school of journalism, Zaq and Ronke have worked for the same Journal etc., still the writer moves to restore an inclusive, social, and gender-balanced setting wherein physical, concrete and tangible actions are performed by the social actors and goals. Following the logic of drawing on the past to build the present and properly project the future, Habila makes use of the identified 36 behavioural processes representing 09.80% along with the behavers, phenomenon, circumstantials and circumstances of occurrence. This denotes, like the mental processes, the fact that both extracts are concerned with the physiological and psychological needs of the participants. These fundamental needs are felt as a result of the lack of care and freedom imposed on the people as a whole by both the political leadership and oil companies. This low statistic Moreover, the few number of behavioural processes also accounts for, and describes the social order of things in society, briefly from birth to death as it exudes in Extract no 2 through processes no 3 sat up, no 5 stood up and no 9 lain.
The depiction of social, physiological, educational and professional behavioural change ranges in the extracts ranges from the kidnapping, victimization of women through the impregnation of the mother and daughter by the same holy man, to the sending of the signal envelop calling for the negotiation for the possible release of Isabel. Considering female characters' victimization in the novel, it is exemplified by the fact that both mother and daughter have been impregnated by the same lionized and sex-maniac holy man. Indeed, this rape of African culture portrays the social structure in a male-dominated environment. This poor depiction and characterization of African women tally discriminatory comments such as: the woman is like a lifeless piece of property or thing that can be treated like lifeless object; the woman is senseless and incapable of logical reasoning, and as such, cannot partake in decision-making processes at home and in society at large; the woman should neither be seen, nor heard; the place of the woman in society is behind the burning firewood, the cooking pot, and ultimately in the bedroom. But against such discriminatory statements, beliefs, and constructs that set motherhood and procreation as the woman's major sources of fulfillment, contemporary African writers are moving to echoe the world by sounding their opposite clairon indicating new avenues for African women's self-fulfillment. They argue that it is untenable and unacceptable that womanhood is validated against such constructs. As a matter of fact, the nurse has not only fallen in love with Rufus, she has also struggled as much as possible to cater for, treat, and heal Zaq, even though she has not succeeded in achieving that.
The 09.80 % behavioural processes can also be construed as indicative of the professional shift and upgrading in women character's professional movement. Mary has been shifting from simple TV journalist to a qualified specialist in news editing. As for Ms. Ronke, her professional behaviour and reality have shifted from the then simple journalist practised together with Zaq to the University lecturer. These striking depictions of African women's educational, social and professional paradigm shifts aid to re-evaluate and upgrade African women's vulnerable status to that of blossomed and fully-emancipated stakeholders, still besides their male counterparts.
The transitivity analysis of the two extracts revealed 28 verbal processes at the rate of 07.63 %. Here, while almost all the processes are imperative, the Sayer roles are performed by animate beings, mainly the militants' leader, the nurse, and other minor characters. As for the Receiver participants' roles, they are exclusively ascribed to Rufus and Zaq, both acting as Journalist and Reporter (The job of a journalist being that of playing the semantic role of receiver at its best), viz., receive the information, treat, process, transcribe it in a suitable format and convey it to the target public. The processes in both extracts are rather expressed in direct speeches. These comprise 07 negative, 03 interrogative negative, 01 positive interrogative, 06 imperative and 13 declarative. By scrutinizing, for instance, the declarative and imperative processes in the two Extracts, one realizes that they have two Sayers: the militants' leader (Professor) and the Nurse stating their mind and giving order to the two journalists. Zaq and Rufus, in the process of investigating about Isabel's kidnapping, have been ascribed the Receiver role by the writer. This subordinates the journalist and reporter to the other characters, namely, Isabel's husband, the Nurse, and Professor in the extracts. The journalists, reporters, and newsmen at large are sometimes biased while imparting information because at times, some Sayer uses their political, economic, financial, intellectual, and social power to influence the journalist to validate their idea. In all likelihood, these transitive patterns are indications of what the journalist is expected to provide in his / her written, oral and photographic reporting. Moreover, these processes are illustrative of the situation faced by journalists while doing their work. Beyond, this raises the eternal problem of the freedom of the press, opinion, and expression. The same patterns with their two (male and female) Sayers suggest the gender-balanced and equity advocated by the womanist scholars.
The transitivity analysis has revealed 65 relational including (57) intensive identifying, (04) circumstantial, and (02) possessive. This proportion of Relational processes in the extracts represents 22.43%. This suggests and can be construed as an evidence of a gradual change of African writers' mentality and mindset, both male and female regarding the African woman's situation as depicted by the pioneer African writers. This change in the literary arena certainly depicts the new emerging relationships between men, women, and nature for the advent and realization of a balanced and fair treatment of the African woman by both contemporary male and female writers.
Summary and conclusion
This article has shed the systemic functional grammar projector's light on how Helon Habila encodes journalistic experience through meanings to create, adopt and manage a gender-balanced and womanist perspective in the novel Oil on Water. The lexico-grammatical analysis draws on the grammar of experiential meanings to explore the power of grammar (the powerhouse of language) at work to embed meanings. Thereafter, after a brief account of Womanism, an overview of the principles guiding the above-conducted ideational metafunction analysis has set the stage for the practical analysis of the two extracts under study. The interpretation and discussion of the SFL findings have actually come to second, with additional emphasis and a sharpening of focus, the findings of common sense. Ultimately, the application of the transitivity model to the analysis of this fictional text has demonstrated that ideational meaning is a useful tool for unraveling how a given text constructs its world, characters and actions in terms of who is doing what to whom, where, when, why and with what (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2004; Eggins, 2004) . Indeed, Habila has chosen and applied the ideational metafunction (through experiential meaning) of language to construct and convey the individual's experience of the world, including the inner world of his own consciousness.
As for Helon Habila and his novel Oil On Water, the linguistic description and discussion of its salient featuresmaterial, mental, behavioural, existential, verbal and relational processes, and the blend of extradiegetic narrative have served as a backdrop for this article to come up with the mind that the ideology sustaining this work is oriented towards restoring and championing the balance between men and women in African society. Moreover, one cannot overlook the fact that ideational, interpersonal and textual meanings are intimately inter-twined, therefore, the analysis of ideational meaning may well be combined with considerations about the two other types of meaning and discourse-semantics while carrying out the linguistic-stylistic analysis of a given text (Nørgaard, 2010) . It follows from this to speculate (at discourse-semantic level) that the preponderant and profuse use of the definite article -deictic " the"-(82) and recoverable reference (Fontaine, 2013) through the pronouns "she, and her" (92) vs "he, him, his" (55) have all contributed to encode the womanist perspective in the fictional text. The idea propounded in this novel is essentially featuring social change through the exchange of meanings. So we can argue that the ideology sustaining Oil On Water is oriented towards building a redoubtable social propriety in a gender-balanced environment that will provide avenues for high-rocketing womanist movement. As only such a movement can ensure the re-evaluation and redefinition of African women's personality and identity throughout the depiction of their assigned roles. By focusing on ideational metafunction for the redefinition and re-presentation of African women's personality, ability and identity, this article has placed the Nigerian new millennium writer in a good position to reconstruct the African woman's past and present in proper perspectives to project the future of her image. In so doing, the author moves to sustaining and advancing the literary orientation geared by the fictional movement of redefinition, reshaping, restoration, and re-presentation of African women's personality, ability and identity. 
Lexico-grammatical analyses
Keys: The Transitivity analysis has been carried out for each extract according to the keys presented below. P= process; Pm= material; Pme= mental; Pb=behavioural; Pv= verbal; Pe= existential; Pi= intensive; Pcc= circumstantial; Pp= possessive; Pc= causative; A= actor; G= goal; B= beneficiary; R= range; S= senser; Ph= phenomenon; Sy= sayer; Rv= receiver; Vb= verbiage; X= existent; T= token; V= value; Cr= carrier; At= attribute; Pr= possessor; Pd= possessed; C= circumstance; Cl= location; Cx= extent; CM= manner; Cc= cause; Ca= accompaniment; Ct= matter; Co= role; Ag= agent; Be= behaver; Bh= behavior. 
